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We want to welcome everyone back to MECCS 
for the 2020–21 school year. Staff and students 
missed each other during the last several 
months and are excited about being together 
again. As we all know and recognize, it will be 
unlike any school year any of us have ever 
experienced because of all the changes made 
necessary by the COVID-19 pandemic.

We want to start by thanking parents and 
caregivers for being patient over the last 
several months and working with us to ensure 
our students have the best opportunity  to 
continue their education.

Thanks to our students for their continued 
enthusiasm and willingness to cooperate with 
all the new rules we need to follow because of 
the pandemic. 

There are many new rules and procedures we all had to 
learn to make sure we keep everyone connected to the 

school safe. Wearing a mask, maintaining adequate 
social distance and repeated use of hand sanitizer are 
now just part of what we do all day every day.
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MECCS

A School Year Unlike Any Other

Our K–2 class students practising good social distancing at their desks.
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There were changes made to the school facility to 
comply with COVID-19 requirements. Three classrooms 
had the old carpets removed and a new subfloor and new 
linoleum installed. A thorough cleaning was done 
throughout the school, with every  space cleaned and 
disinfected. Closets and storage spaces were cleaned out 
as per the guidelines.

Staff took the Google Suite for Education platform 
training to enable us to have every student involved with 
technology. We recently  bought 30 Chromebooks to 
enhance one-to-one technology for students in grades 5 
to 9.

What does a day at MECCS look like this year?

Clockwise from above:

1. Morning temperature check for Illyana Paul.

2. Janet House taking Erin Danforth’s temperature. 

3. Janet checking Ed Wittchen’s temperature. 

4. Maxine Hildebrandt, Yvonne House and Jenna House (right) and  
Ethan Bull, Emma Yellowbird and Francis Brown at breakfast.
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Students arriving on the bus are seated in family cohorts to minimize contact. 
The driver and all students must wear masks while on the bus. When the bus 
arrives at school, students leave the bus one row at  a time from the front of the 
bus to the back using social distancing. 

On entering the school, our family liaison Janet House takes and records their 
temperature. If anyone falls outside the guidelines they are immediately 
isolated, the parents or caregivers are called to come and get them, and they 
then have to stay home for 10 days or until they get a negative test completed. 

Everyone has to sanitize their hands when they enter the school, go from 
classroom to classroom or go to the washroom. We are limiting washroom 

Our staff works hard to keep students and 
staff safe in the school environment. Teachers 
Mark Ehnes (left) and Maxine Hildebrandt 
demonstrate some of our protocols including 
wearing masks, practising social distancing 
and incorporating plexiglass shields in the 
classroom.

Left: Custodian Sheila Gardiner wears 
gloves,  a mask and a shield to protect 
herself and others in the school.
Right: Naomi Anderson wears her 
mask while teaching grades 3 and 4.
Below: New flooring and socially 
distanced desks in the 3–4 classroom.
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capacity to two students at a time to make sure they have enough room 
in these smaller spaces.

After taking their backpacks and coats to the classroom, the students 
can receive breakfast. We use a staggered approach for this meal. 
Students line up using markers to keep  the correct distance and are then 
served by the two kitchen staff. We do this to make sure utensils or 

Clockwise from top left:

1. Illyana Paul and Mila Paul wearing their masks 
on the playground. 

2. Azarius Raine using an individual desk shield.

3. Students in grades 5 and 6 can use Google Meet 
both online and in the physical classroom. 

4. River Letendre and Lazura Roan sitting in a class 
with new flooring, part of our school facility’s 
safety upgrades. 

5. Students in grades 5 and 6 using individual shields 
at their desks.
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other serving supplies are not shared between students. 
Students are limited to three per table, with tables spread 
around the cafeteria to safely maintain social distance. 
Tables and chairs are cleaned and sanitized after use.

In each of the classrooms, we have five individual desk 
shields to help  students maintain social distancing. 
Everyone has to wear masks in hallways and any 
common areas, and many  students are wearing them in 
classrooms as well. With our small class sizes, we are 
easily able to maintain adequate social distancing in 
every classroom.

For recess, teachers are staggering breaks and taking 
turns so that students are in cohort groups in different 

parts of the playground. While the weather remains nice, 
we are not using the gym and classes are taking phys. 
ed. outside. Once it  gets cooler we will start using the 
gym again, but in small cohorts and with extra cleaning.

We use staggered times for lunch as well. After lunch, a 
thorough cleaning and sanitizing is done. Due to the 
extra cleaning required, the cook’s helper cleans and 
sanitizes the cafeteria after use and also assists the 
custodian with extra washroom cleaning when she is not 
busy in the kitchen for breakfast and lunch.

At the end of the day, students line up in the hallway by 
cohort according to their bus row. Students are sent to 
the bus starting from the rear with the driver and all 
students wearing masks. The bus is cleaned and 
sanitized twice a day.

All of these details are in place to make sure that 
students and staff are kept as safe as possible.

Above: Students waiting in their small group cohorts for the bus (left 
and centre) and bus driver Joanne Saulteaux wearing a fun mask.

Below: Ayasha Bull,  Emma Yellowbird and Adrianna Bull practising 
social distancing at their table in the cafeteria.
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To mark Orange Shirt Day this year, students and staff at 
MECCS took a 40-minute walk outside together. Many 
students chose to continue wearing their masks even 
when outside.

The inspiration for Orange Shirt Day came from 
residential school survivor Phyllis Jack Webstad, who 
shared her story at a St. Joseph Mission Residential 
School Commemoration Project and Reunion event held 
in 2013. Phyllis recounted her first day of residential 
schooling at six years old: She was stripped of her 
clothes, including the new orange shirt her grandmother 
bought her, which was never returned. 

Now the orange shirt is a symbol of how the residential 
school system took away the Indigenous identity of its 
students. These schools operated in Canada for over 160 
years. The last one closed in 1996.

Orange Shirt Day exists today as a legacy of the St. 
Joseph Mission Project. September 30, the annual date 
of the event, signifies the time of year when Indigenous 
children were historically  taken from their homes to 
residential schools. The official tagline of Orange Shirt 
Day, “Every Child Matters,” reminds Canadians that all 
peoples’ cultural experiences are important. To learn 
more, please visit orangeshirtday.org.

Orange Shirt Day 2020

Clockwise from right:

1. Elias Yellowhead, Darius 
Raine-Mackinaw, Drake Bird, 
Francis Brown and Azarius 
Rain. 

2. Students enjoying outside time 
and exercise safely together.

3. Div 1 with their orange shirts.


